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ok Kk 


Geoff - alien on a mission to Earth 
Kelly - slightly older sister 
Tina - slightly younger sister 
Dad - pre-occupied but well-meaning father 
Tommy - older son away at college 
The Narrator = fills in the storyline for the audience 


[aside] = character is thinking or talking to themselves 
{ ... } text = stage direction to be acted out by the players or ad-libbed 
oh 2K 2k 
Setting: One summer in an American East Coast suburb 


Time: Present day 


ok kK 


Narrator: 


Your humble Narrator presents to you a science fiction play in several small acts wherein two 
little girls have befriended a visiting alien. 


Act-1 
{A father sits on his porch, slowing down his oldest daughter} 


Dad: 
Wait, wait. Where will you be, kiddo? 


Kelly: 
Going down by the bamboo swamp with my friend Geoff. 


Dad: 
Ok, be back by 6 for dinner. 


{to his youngest daughter Tina} 


Dad: 
Pumpkin, Geoff is one of her classmates? 


Tina: 
He's from another planet studying our effect on... ecology! 


Dad: 
Good pronunciation pumpkin! Ok. Her imaginary friend, then, or can I assume a kid who's really 
into cosplay? 


Tina: 
Sure...that's cool. He needs to hide from the Feds. 


{Dad laughs and places a quieting finger to his lips conspiratorially } 
Act-2 
{At the swamp's edge where the stream near their home disappears } 


Kelly: 
Should I be worried about what's out there? 


Geoff: 
Nah. You're better off not knowing anyway. It would just confuse you. 


Kelly: 
Whew, that's good news. 


Geoff: 
Yeah, you don't want to stress about things you have no power to control. None. Really none. 
What Earth people think about what's in space is a joke. 


Kelly: 
That's not helping! 


Geoff: 
Oh, right, you're partway to becoming an adult mammal. Sorry. Just don't think about it. How 
about we take a nice little ride? 


{back at home} 


Tina: 
Just got a text from Sissy. She's having fun with Geoff. 


Dad: 
Tell her to come home soon. Dinner's almost ready and I don't want her out after dark. 


{Kelly gets the text in flight} 


Kelly: 
Uh oh. I need to get home, Geoff. Like right now! 


Geoff: 
Sure, just let me get clear of the asteroid belt. See how harmless they look when just drifting 
around? 


ar kinda pretty actually. They seem so slow-moving... 
Geoff: 
Right. 

{relieved she is relaxing again} 
Geoff: 


Not like mindless planet killers at all. So don't worry. 


Kelly: 
Planet killers? Geez, Geoff. 


Geoff: 
Did I say killers? I meant to humor you with, like, plus-sized pillows. Completely 
harmless...where they are today. 


{Taking in the amazing view out the windows in 
the two-person flying saucer as they zip back towards Earth} 


Kelly: 
I need to take a selfie with asteroids in the background. 


Geoff: 
No, no, I need to stay undercover! 


{They struggle for a second over the phone. 


Geoff lets go of the joystick for a moment. 
The ship swerves! 
A single big bump and they straighten out} 


Kelly: 
Aww. Sorry about the dent Geoff. 


Geoff: 
No worries - my hull is already morphing back into shape. 


{That night over dinner. The father speaks to Kelly between bites. } 


Dad: 
Have you and your sister been having fun with “Geoff”? I'm glad you're not excluding her. 


[Dad aside] 'They still tease each other but clearly get along even better this year. I worried with 
Kelly 8 and Tina just out of kindergarten’ 


Kelly: 
Well, his ship isn't big enough for 3 so we just hung out today taking readings near the swamp. 


Dad: 
Heh Heh! Sure you did kiddo. What else does his “spaceship” do besides "take readings”? 


Kelly: 
Oh, nothing Earth-shattering... 


Narrator: 
"We interrupt our regular news to report a large asteroid appears 
to have been bumped off-course and is heading to Earth!’ 


Kelly: 
...at least not yet. 


{Kelly pokes Tina 
as she almost repeats her comment louder 
so Dad would notice} 


{Dinner finishes uneventfully with the news still playing} 
Act-3 


{Geoff and the girls are hanging out at the beginning of the swamp 
watching Geoff take water samples with a portable 
Chromatography kit. The girls are amazed as test tubes bubble, 
turn different colors, and a floating holographic sphere changes colors 
as Earth chemicals migrate through the device. 

They marvel as he speaks of diffusion and osmosis. 

Tina tires of sitting on the cold ground and rises on a numb foot} 


Tina: 
Ouch! Catch me! 


Kelly: 
Clumsy. Your foot fell asleep! Dummy, don't you know anything? 


Geoff: 

Ah, I've seen that before with warm-blooded animals. 

You were resting in a position where the blood flow was temporarily cut off. 
Just rub it slowly for a minute before you stand up and the tingling will go away. 


Tina: 
Rats. I thought I’d mastered standing up. Even an alien knows better. 


Act-4 
{The next day at the swamp} 


Kelly: 
So Geoff, are you gonna stop it? 


Geoff: 
My job here is to observe and report, not interfere. 


Kelly: 
But your ship is the one that bumped the asteroid towards us! 


Geoff: 
Only because you..., well, yeah. Gimme a minute. 


{later that day at home, while Dad reads the newspaper, 
Tina is playing on the floor with Kelly and some toys} 


Dad: 
Hey, good news, girls. The newspapers report that the initial asteroid path was wrong. It will 
miss us and hit the moon. 


Kelly: 
..and...you’re welcome. [Kelly winks at Tina. Tina winks back] 


Dad: 
...um, sure kiddo. 


[Dad aside] 'These girls. My children live in their own modern world. Maybe when Tommy 
comes home for spring break I'll have a conversation I understand. At least they're happy.’ 


{Dad leans over as the older girl starts searching for something on her smartphone} 


Narrator: 
"NASA NEO Program..." 


[Dad aside] 'Clearly she and her new friend aren’t into the usual phone apps or dance videos. 


{Kelly asks her father without looking up} 


Kelly: 
Is it true... water should be a gas at room temperature without that funny angle to the molecule? 


Dad: 
Umm...Whew. Maybe? 


{That night to her little sister in the room they share} 


Kelly: 
The most important thing to believe in is yourself. 


Tina: 
And aliens. 


Kelly: 
And also aliens. 


{Tina nods. Dad overhears as he enters quietly to tuck in the youngest girl. } 


Dad: 
Aliens? Tell me something, where do you guys think are they from? 


Kelly: 
Geoff said we call it Kepler 452. Most of his family lives on Kepler 186. They fish a lot and 
don't like crowds, so they're out exploring moons in our solar system. 


Tina: 
Like Encedus! 


Kelly: 
I think she means Encedalus?' 


{she reaches for her phone and looks it up. } 
Kelly: 
Got it. Enceladus! 


{Dad plays along. He loves his girls] 


Dad: 
Then I guess they like it here cause we have so much water. 2/3 of the surface of Earth are 
oceans, kiddo. 


{Dad sips his tea while trying to compete 
with all the information his girls are getting 
off the internet} 


Kelly: 

Geoff said that's not why anymore. I mean that's why they came, sure, but we put so much plastic 
and garbage in our water that he wouldn't eat fish on this planet. The moons out on Jupiter and 
Saturn are clean and lovely though. 


{Dad is surprised} 


Dad: 
Aliens won't eat our fish? 


Narrator: 


He remembers banning shellfish around the house 
when the girls were newborn and the hard time his ex-wife gave him about it. 
She especially liked lobster. 
His face darkens at the memory and it's noted by the girls. 
Tina sits on his lap and hugs him. 


Dad: 
Yeah, well, I guess I can't blame them. I haven't eaten shrimp myself in ages. 


Kelly: 

Yeah, Geoff is pissed off too cause he was looking forward to getting off space rations. Good 
thing we have lots of phosphor and ...something else I forget...or he’d already be going back 
where he came from and we’d never met him. 


Dad: 
Where was it he came from? Where do they teach kids your age so much science stuff? It's not 
here in Tennessee. 


{Kelly thinks for a minute and Tina plays dumb} 


Kelly: 
umm...Switzerland. Yeah, he’s Swiss. 


Dad: 
Are Swiss schools really so advanced compared to ours? 


{Kelly warms to the lie as Tina tries not to laugh} 
Kelly: 
Oh yeah. I asked him how he learned so much and he said something about if you were looking 


for the smartest people on Earth to visit, where would you go, Dad? 


Who has accurate watches, never gets involved in wars, and makes really good chocolate? That’s 
where he said he first arrived...was born. 


{Dad laughs } 


Dad: 
Yeah, Switzerland. He sounds really proud of where he comes from. That's nice. 


Tina: 
Yeah, Daddy. He’s big into chocolate. 


Act-5 


{ Walking along the riverbank near where it empties into the swamp} 


Kelly: 
So why do you talk so openly with us if your mission is such a big secret and all? 


Geoff: 
Well, it’s kinda complicated. Has to do with the left and right halves of brains on you monkey 
people. You and your sister are still ok. 


Kelly: 
I know about that! Right-handed guys are left-brained and left-handed people like me are the 
only ones in our right minds! 


Geoff: 

Clever girl. So, ok, you know there are different skills in the different halves. Some skills appear 
in both but mostly on one side. Memory is stored all over the place but speech is mostly on the 
left, while creative intuition is on the right. Got it? 


Kelly: 
Yeah, that's why so many kids good at math are left-handed. 


Geoff: 
Correct! Most kids in fact are born stronger right-brained but shift to the left as they become 
adult people. You lose your ability to see the big picture. To deal with the unknown. 


Instead, you get better at fake communications: lying, cheating, and fitting in. Or manipulating 
other people around you who lie to themselves, cheat but pretend to be 'mostly' honest. Adults 
will believe anything to fit in socially. At least that’s what our anthropologists say about you, but 
I only believe half of it. Observation is still underway. 


Kelly: 
Like us dealing with you. That you’re real. Kids I mean, we can handle it! 


Geoff: 

Handle change, yes. Smart kid. Yeah for the most part. Although even some kids 

will freak out and run off screaming or just sit down and cry when they see me. Too bad 
everyone like you will grow up and lose yourself someday. You're nice right now. 


{Geoff makes what they recognize as a smile with 
a single long upper and lower tooth} 


Geoff: 
So we'll avoid being around adults, ok? 


{ Tina, still trying to get brain halves } 


Tina: 
I still don't get it. What happens when we grow up? 


Geoff: 
Well, think of it this way. You like zombie movies, right? 


{Tina smiles and nods vigorously } 


Geoff: On Zombie World, a store was selling Earth brains. A jar with 1 lb of 5-year-old 

brain was $10, and 1 lb of adult $300. A customer asked why so much for the adult. The 

shopkeeper said, 'Have you any idea how many adult humans I have to eat to get 1 1b of brains?’ 
{Tina laughs out loud} 

Tina: I get it! 

Geoff: Here's one. What is soft and wrinkly but gets sharper when you use it? 

Tina: I don't know. What? 

Geoff: 

Your brain! So keep learning! 

And when it comes to people talking about what you don't know yet, 


don't believe everything people say. 


Tina: 
So why should I believe you! 


Geoff: 
That's my smart Tina. 
{Tina hugs him} 
Act-6 
{later} 


Dad: 
What did you girls do with ‘Geoff today? 


Kelly: 
We talked about the brain and memory and stuff. 


Dad: 
I'm impressed, for an 8-year-old. How about you Pumpkin? 


Tina: 

Your brain is in 2 parts... Left and right. 

Kelly: 

The left part has nothing right in it, and the right has nothing left in it. 


{They both get hugs from Dad for that} 
Act-7 
{Kelly and Geoff sit on a rock 
while Tina laughs as she runs back and forth 


through a hologram of a dinosaur eating Milano cookies. 
The dinosaur, not Tina} 


Kelly: 
Won't your invisibility suit keep you safe? 


Geoff: 

It's not really invisibility, and I'm still physically here if someone throws a spear 

or rock at me...wait, the wrong century,...shoots at me. There's a force field for that but only by 
the ship. 


Kelly: 
So what is it then? The invisibility trick I mean. 


Geoff: 

Picture a suit with a cellphone-size video camera on the front and one on the 

back. Then put a smartphone screen on the back connected to the front camera and vice versa. 
Right? 


Kelly: 
Got it. I'd see what was behind you on your chest. So what? 


Geoff: 

Now make the pinhead camera real small, smaller than the one on your 

cell, and the screens too, thousands of them all over the suit. Anywhere you look at me, you'll 
see what is on the other side of me. I'd almost disappear. 


Kelly: 
Wow. Then it is just a trick. 


Geoff: 
Well, science. We use something a lot better than pin-size cameras and smartphone screens. 


Narrator 


He considers holding back for a moment, 
but there is trust developing 
with these interesting immature life forms 


Geoff: 

Two flexible single sheets and a hood. We get the wrinkled edges to blur out. If you look around 
and see a tree trunk shimmering a little, just a little like heat over the ground in a distant desert, 
that's me moving in front of it. Not perfect though, unless I'm standing still, so mum’s the word. 


Tina: 
Mom? 


Geoff: 
Sorry, wrong decade again. Hold your tongue? Keep your trap shut? No, that's 


still more for your parents. Just don't tell anyone. Are we cool? 


{Tina breaks away from the hologram to listen 
to all the words she doesn’t understand yet} 


Tina: 


You're funny. Can't we take him home to Dad? 


Kelly: 

No! He just told you he's our secret! 

But we're cool. Have another brownie, Geoff — Mom said these are just for her and Dad, but my 
brother sneaks one or two when he visits from college. Tommy texted that he still loves them. 


{She pulls another special brownie from her coat} 


Kelly: 
You seem to get more talkative too, just like Tommy does. 


{They both smiled as Geoff munched. 
Seeing his mouth move sideways while he eats fascinates them} 


{Later at home Dad appears pleased they are both using the computer 
to look something up they found interesting today } 


Narrator: 
"Wasting resources" 


Dad: 
They did say the kids at school were studying all that environment stuff. I hope they do a better 
job than my generation. 


Act-8 


Geoff: 
I notice your eye twitching now and then. My files don’t show that to be a biological need. Are 
you injured or have some dust in it? 


Kelly: 

He means winking. 

No, Geoff, it's just a quiet signal without talking when ...well...we know something together not 
everybody knows. Like a secret. 


{leaning in to remind Tina} 
Kelly: Like keeping Geoff as our secret friend. 
{She winks at Tina and Tina makes a mighty wink back to her. 
Geoff tries, but his eyes don’t work that way. 


Instead, he flaps his gills on one side of his thick neck. } 


Geoff: 
That’s what we do! We use our gills. 


Tina: 
I hope you can stay forever. 


{Kelly nods in agreement but knows better as they walk home. } 


Dad: 
What are you researching now? 


Kelly: 

Tina wants to see what kind of holograms are out there. Some are really pretty. 

We'll do more later. First I need to look up this "mass extinction event" Geoff talked about. He 
says we’re in the middle of number 6. 


[Dad aside] 'Extinction events? Kind of heavy for...oh, yeah, they probably taught them this year 
about how all the dinosaurs got smashed when an asteroid hit and wrecked the atmosphere. 
Good. Best way to teach kids about climate change I guess. Sure doesn’t work the way adults 
have talked about it. More wildfires this year than ever. And the ocean is still rising.’ 


{after watching a movie with Dad about alien invasion, 
Kelly grows a bit concerned the next time she sees Geoff} 


Kelly: 
Are you guys gonna help humans or help the planet? 


Geoff: Neither one. We just want a few rare chemicals. 


{She ducks further questions from Dad that night and drags Tina off 
to remind her to say as little as she can, or nothing } 


Act-9 


{Taking a short ride in the saucer 
while Geoff measures magnetic field effects 
Kelly loves seeing the blue-green Earth} 


Kelly: 
Will you land again after we've trashed the place? 


Geoff: 
Sure. But not 'till then. You guys are super violent to anything that looks different. Even other 
people from another part of your own planet. We're in no rush to say hello. 


Kelly: 
Then did you only stay for phosphorus and... lithium? 


Geoff: 

Hang on. I’ve got to slide around this Webb-telescope your people put up here. Not a bad 
location. Legrange point-2 balances the gravity between Earth and Moon and Sun so it doesn’t 
drift much. 


We’re here for the mining, mostly. That and the anti-mater locked in your Van Allen belt. 
Idiot adults burning coal and oil when you've got that nearby. 

We’ll top off our fuel tanks before going home. 

So close, but for you, it might just as well be on the other side of the sun. 


And don't even get me going about the phosphorus. So many worlds in habitable zones could 
have life more complex than bacteria and simple plants if they just had a little more. Adults 
waste it lining TV screens! 


Kelly: 

Tell me about it. You should see all the food we scrape off our plates after our usual dinner 
together and just throw away. And the stuff I'm always throwing out from the fridge because it 
went bad or expired! I got a badge at the Earth Day Fair last year for counting the pounds of all 
the good crap we just throw away every month. 


{Back on the ground, Tina is waiting 
and tries to catch up on their conversation. } 


Tina: What's a Habit Zone? 


Kelly: 

I got this Geoff. 

It’s like at a campfire where you're close enough to roast marshmallows, 

but far enough that you don't burn your fingers. Just for planets sitting around the sun. Habitable 
means you can live there. Mostly. 


Tina: 
Oh, I get it. 


Geoff: 

Really a shame you have to grow up. A few more years as you are now, just a few more without 
biological changes needed for reproduction, and you two would become real people. Your 
species is, you know, almost real people. 


Tina: 
Like you? 


Geoff: 
Like me. You're both so nice. 


Kelly: 
So are you. I don't even mind when you say we're savages. 


Geoff: 
I never said that exactly... 


Kelly: 
Well, we are. I hate most kids my age and I don't understand the adults. Even my own parents. 
And I'm half each of them... Our mom's a mess. 


{Geoff tries to make his little friends feel better, 
seeing their unspoken agreement on their own mother} 


Geoff: 

Actually, you are only 50% parents, split 25% from each. Half the other 50% is split between 
your 4 grandparents, and so on. Without any genetic engineers on your planet yet, it’s still just 
rolling the dice to see how you turn out. 


Be yourselves! 


Tina: 
He’s so good at numbers, isn’t he? 


Kelly: 
I was right the first time. Savages. Like cavemen with cell phones and an atom bomb. 


Geoff: Hey, don't knock it! I get hazard pay for this planet. 
Narrator: 


Before they go home, Geoff tells them his people around the planet 
found all the phosphorus and lithium they came for. 
His gas tank is full of anti-matter. 
Instead of being happy, the girls found him melancholy, even sad. 


Geoff: 

There should be millions of civilizations in this galaxy alone. Millions. But 

there’s only a few thousand. That’s all. Plenty of worlds of organic material in the habitable 
zones, just not enough phosphorus. 


Kelly: 
A few thousand? 


Geoff: 
Yeah, all different like your kind and mine. Different but the same. Oxygen breathers, two legs 
or so not four, not 100 like centipedes! 


{then close, right at Tina} 


Geoff: 
Just planet after planet of bacteria and slugs and a few with plants. But nothing more. All for a 
little more phosphorus. 


Tina: 
Are you crying? That’s how he cries, isn’t it Kelly? 


Kelly: 
Yeah, sis, that’s how he cries. If he could cry. 


{At their still puzzled looks... 


Geoff: 

For them. For what might have been. I’ve seen those worlds. Understand? 

I’ve seen them. The struggling, the failure to evolve. Whole worlds without any evolved 
consciousness of their own. Without any lifeform to say 'I am of Earth! I speak and think and act 
for Earth!’ 


{Looking at Tina, he tries again} 


Geoff: 


So many houses with no one at home. No lights in the windows. A doghouse in 
the back but no dog. A swing set with no one on it. 


Narrator: 


And Tina began crying as well, for what... her innocent mind barely knew. 
For emotions she saw and felt coming from this strange friendly creature, 
and in her own way understood as well as any adult of her species. 
Maybe better. } 


Kelly: I don't get it. 
Tina: Me too. 
Geoff: Me three. 


Act-10 


{While packing up his gear later that week, 
he seeks to distract the girls from missing him} 


Geoff: 

Something I found on Earth is really cool. You have so much phosphorus you 

grow these huge dense forests full of various woods. I've never even heard about it occurring 
elsewhere. Even my homeworld is only covered with bushes and vines and grasses, but wow. 
Trees. What a concept. 


Wood contains phenols, which under pressure are released from the sawdust your people throw 
away but it can kill 99% of bacteria and harmful microbes. Totally bio-degradable. Doesn't hurt 
something as complex as you but will protect people from a lot of sicknesses. So a pair of my 
friends are harvesting ashes from forest fires that happen all over the place, and from 
your...lumbar yards? 


Kelly: 
Lumber, Geoff. A lumbar is a bone or something. My Dad uses a lumbar pillow when he drives. 


{Geoff moves close to some bushes 
and the girls scream when he almost picks up a snake} 


Geoff: 
What's wrong? I read that when they shake their tail like that they're being 
friendly. 


Kelly: That's dogs, Geoff! Different animals have different rules! Even Tina knows that. 
{Tina nodding} 


Geoff: 
Strange planet you guys have here. I might take a closer look inside one of your towns before I 


go. 


Kelly: 
No, don't visit the city. Ask me what you want to know. 


Geoff: 
You don't know everything. 


Kelly: 
My smartphone does. 


Geoff: 
What's so bad about the cities? 


Kelly: 
They're dangerous. Every hour, a guy gets in a fight or arrested. Or killed. 


Geoff: Every hour? Poor bastard. Why doesn't he live somewhere else? 


{At home that night watching cable together, 
Tina sits on Dad's lap and Kelly nearby questions} 


Kelly: 
What do people use phosphorus for Daddy? 


Dad: 
Well, kiddo, phosphene gas attacks in WWI if I remember right, to kill soldiers, but now mostly 
for laundry detergent. 


Kelly: 
Oh. Sure. 


[Kelly aside] 'Better not tell Geoff. He gets upset enough as it is.' 
Act-11 
{Something she saw in another movie worried Kelly about Geoff} 


Kelly: 
So you just want some minerals? Not going to invade Earth or kidnap people? 


Geoff: 

Invade? Nah, what’s the point? We're here to salvage minerals before you waste them all. There's 
no fixing the mess you've been making for centuries. By the time it's habitable again, the 
Goldilocks zone might be out at Jupiter and Saturn, so we're planning to colonize the moons 
there, not around here. 


Kelly: 
Are they big enough to live on? 


Geoff: 
Plenty of real estate and no people. There's even fishing at Enceladus! I hope to build a vacation 
home there with my bonus for this trip to Earth. 


Tina smiling: 
I like fishing. 


{later Dad watches as Kelly copies information from 
a few online sites into a report she's writing for science class. 
She takes it almost word for word, 
but not any words she hasn't looked up} 


"Earth is in the midst of a sixth mass extinction event, this time caused by human hands, a new 
study suggests. This has been going on since at least 1500 CE” 


"Earth was once home to two million known species. According to studies, since 1500, as many 
as 13% of species may have been lost. That number is up to 260,000 different species. Gone.” 


"Many adults deny this is happening. Or they deny that the decline or extinction of so many is a 
sign of a 'mass extinction event’. Most studies focus on mammals and birds. In other words, they 
completely overlook invertebrates and plants, the true majority of biodiversity on Earth.” 


{As Dad sits beside to help her} 
[Kelly aside] ‘It's just like Geoff told me' 


"Most pounds of animals on Earth are invertebrates. And most of the total biomass is plants. 
Humans compose about 100 million tons, domesticated animals about 700 million, earthworms 
over 1,100 million, and cereal crops about 2.3 billion tons. 

They measure biomass as carbon, so Earth has 550 gigatons of carbon.” 


Kelly: 
Did I get the decimals right Dad? 


Dad: 
Wow. But yeah, that's right. Most life is plants! 


Kelly: 
Yeah, wow. And we're killing off so much. Check out this paragraph: 


"Intense killing of marine animals by man resulted in a fivefold decrease in marine mammal 
global biomass from 0.02 to 0.003 gigatons.” 


Dad: I once read there are as many tiny creatures on your body as there are people on Earth. 
They live in symbiosis with you. With us. That means, well, they eat other tiny bugs that want to 
hurt you, and so they get a safe home by protecting you. See? Symbiosis. 
They may be tiny, but stuff like bacteria make up 10% of the total biomass on this planet, maybe 
more. Until we know more, we have to do better about taking care of plants and animals and, 
well, everything. 

{Kelly nods in agreement with her wise father}. 

Act-12 


Narrator: 


Elsewhere, Geoff concludes his final observations as he coordinates the mining operation. 
His team is on the way to pick him up. 


His home planet signaled Geoff that humans appear ripe to cause their own mass extinction 
- any century now - so they command he leaves 


Perhaps after being reduced to hunter-gatherers again. 
Geoff can only hope humans will get it right the next time. 
He knows you can't help people who don't believe they are wrong 


{At the stream, Kelly tries walking along a log. 
Geoff stops what he's doing to watch and asks what she's doing } 


Kelly: 
‘Improving my balance.’ 


{Later, she's punching digits into her phone and he asks again} 


Kelly: 
I'm checking my balance. 


{So Geoff pushes her over. Kelly is mad for a second, 
looks up and Tina is laughing. Kelly starts laughing too as she rises. 


Kelly: 
My phone minute balance! 


Geoff doesn't understand why they are suddenly so happy, 
so tries to push them both over! 
They run around in circles as he pretends to miss. 
The girls screech and laugh} 


{Dad is watching from a discrete distance and mutters } 


Dad: 
“Yeah, cosplay. What a costume on that kid! Soon enough it'll be dating and car rides. I hope 
they can be like this, like kids, for years to come' 


{He walks quietly home unnoticed. Except by Geoff} 
Act-13 
Narrator: 
Geoff talked to Kelly about his friends hitting the strata under California for lithium, 
and several other spots for phosphorus, including Pacific islands. 
As Geoff coordinated efforts, they were unseen but the effects of drilling were not. 
He told Kelly the tremors in California will subside from his mining so not to worry about any 
friends there. She is smug later with Dad listening to the news. 


Dad is at the usual level of not being too suspicious 


Kelly: 
How's college going for Tommy? Filling his brain with knowledge? 


Dad: 
Yeah, I guess. He says the human brain is amazing. It works 24/7 from the day we are born and 
only stops when he takes an exam or meets a pretty girl. 


{Looks at Tina} 
That's a joke. 


Kelly: 
Ha! Our friend Geoff is really smart. Just not a human brain. 


{He watches as she plugs a strange gizmo into her smartphone} 


Dad: 
Is that something you made for the science fair? What's it supposed to do? 


Kelly: 

My alien friend Geoff gave it to me. He says it will signal, well, stuff to people. Make it hard to 
see any flying saucers they might look at. Just needed to connect it to my internet and the whole 
world became his antenna. 


Dad: 
You do know aliens aren't real, right? 


Kelly: 
Is that because you haven't seen any? 


Dad: 
Exactly. 


Kelly whispers into her smartphone: 
‘Geoff, I think it's working.’ 


{a puzzled Dad thinks a moment about this apparent game of 
‘little alien friend’ the girls seem obsessed with} 


Dad: 
How tall is he? 


Kelly: 
Almost my height, but clearly taller than Tina. Even kids her own age are bigger than her. 


{Tongues sticking out between the two girls} 


Dad: 
What color hair? His real hair? 


Tina: 
He doesn't really have a lot, so his skin shows through. 


Kelly: 
It's like the rest of him. No big deal. Why do you ask? 


{Dad resolves to check into this} 


Act-14 


Narrator: 


Geologists in California were amazed a month ago when pre-quake tremors suddenly vanished. 
Today, they are further astounded that the current levels of seismic activity are barely detectable, 
as though the fault has sealed itself somehow. 

Kelly is proud of Geoff and brings him another brownie. 

After a few bites, his gill flaps begin to flutter again and the girls are fascinated 


The government found boreholes up and down the San Andreas with EM signals 
and were surprised when satellites detected them here. 
Dad works as a consultant with a government team that came to his neighborhood 
to see what's going on. 
They pinpoint the EM disturbance at the area Kelly and Tina played in all summer, 
which bothers Dad} 


Act-15 


{It's Dad's birthday, the girls chant. They wanted to bake something 
but did better watching a video about buying a sponge cake they could slice into 2 thin pieces. 
They decorated it like crazy with sprinkles and fresh raspberries like Dad likes. 
The girls are proud and Dad is astonished, but not as much as he's about to be. 
Kelly looks out the kitchen window 
and sees Geoff's ship descending into their backyard} 


Kelly: 
Dad, you know how you're always saying nobody comes to visit you on your 
birthday? 


{Dad looks out to see Geoff emerging from a saucer in their yard. 
He grabs his phone and dials furiously} 


Kelly: 
Dad don’t! I told you! He's nice! He's our friend! 


{Dad doesn't see Tina running up to Geoff 
or hear Kelly as he begins screaming into the phone} 


Dad: 
Here! They're here! In-my-yard. There's a flying saucer just landed in my yard. Send everybody! 


{Geoff is hugging Tina goodbye in the yard. 
Kelly runs out to join them} 


Narrator 


In a short while, government agents arrive at the house. They were astounded at the clear signs 
of a small ship crushing the local vegetation at the stream's edge, 


but now are totally freaked by an actual saucer. 


{In the backyard, Geoff turns to ascend the ramp into the ship 
as government officials arrive with a platoon of troops, 
several scientists and a clergyman. 

The scientists beg Geoff to stop. 

Geoff does but insists he's on a schedule} 


Geoff: 
Masses, planetary rotation, you understand? It's a long ride home. 


{Excited officials ask in multiple interrupting voices 
where they come from, if in peace, will it or others be back} 


{They are shocked to silence when another alien comes out 
and hands Geoff a paper-thin report on which moves images like a computer screen. 
As he reads he responds to them without looking up 
that they never interfere with natives } 


Geoff: 

It's your planet to screw up. Not interested in coming here - too much plastic in your oceans. 
We'd gag. You're better off not knowing what you've already done. 

Even those girls know most plastics will last centuries. Please! 

You have nothing to trade but minerals and we already took the little we want. 


{There is clear anger at admission of the theft of resources we 
(a) did not know about 
(b) could not reach nor 
(c) spend wisely if we did. 
The commander calls in gunships parked over the horizon 
and has fighter jets scrambled } 


{One of the soldiers nervously handling a gun mistakenly fires a wild shot. 
The girls jump. Geoff shrugs. 
The commander grabs the weapon and whispers loudly} 
"Not yet! Don't provoke them!" 


{Tina & Kelly freeze in place, horrified at the response. 
They give their father a ‘how could you?’ look} 


Geoff: 
Your man's not completely useless. He can always serve as a bad example. 


{winks at the girls to calm them} 


{ Officials brought the Catholic Bishop from Capital City with them attempting to 
engage in a discussion that might delay the aliens until their forces arrive } 


Bishop: 
Do your people embrace Jesus Christ as their lord and savior, as we do? 


{Geoff and a companion operating the lift look at each other for a moment, 
knowing records of human history very well. Then turn both saying... } 


Aliens: 

Who do you mean, JC? Oh, sure, great guy. 

He drops in now and then to be sure we're doing ok. 

Real friendly and smart as hell. Loves our chocolate pudding. 


Bishop: 
Drops... in... often...? We're still waiting for his second coming. 
Does he keep visiting you? 


{Geoff's identical friend speaks up} 


Alien: 
Maybe our chocolate pudding is that much better than yours. I just assumed that was it since he 
never eats anything else. 


{ Geoff smirks} 


Bishop: 
Chocolate pudding? Jesus came to rid the world of sin so we can reach heaven! Important stuff! 
Heaven itself! 


Geoff: 
Oh, I get it, you don't mean JC. You mean Thor! He defeated all those Frost Giants in your 
heavens centuries ago. I don't know much about this 'sin' stuff you mentioned. 


Bishop: 
Thor? No, no, that's just a myth. 


Geoff: 
Well, if you say so. But look, we're just visitors here, right? 
Do you still have this thing called 'sin’ in your world? 


Bishop: 
Of course. 


Geoff: 
Do you see any Frost Giants around? 


Bishop: 
Of course not! 


Geoff: 
So who did his job well and who is the myth? 


Look, if it's the same guy, we greeted him with a big bowl of chocolate pudding when he first 
arrived on our planet. He loved it. 


What did you guys do when he first came to Earth? 


{The girls glance over at the Bishop} 


The Bishop grows red and quiet. 
Geoff waves calmly to the girls as he quickly ascends into his ship. 
The sound of helicopter gunships grows as they breach the horizon, 
though the alien ship doesn't even lift off the ground before silently vanishing! 


{Tina tugs Kelly's sleeve and glances to the distant tree line. A shimmering can be seen if you 
look out of the corner of your eye like he taught them. The girls giggle to each other, but Kelly 
keeps Tina looking skyward above the takeoff point. Tina whispers } 


Tina: 
It’s just like he said it would be! 


{Kelly shushes her and points straight up, saying loudly } 


Kelly: 
I can just see it. There it goes, higher and higher! 


{Tina is laughing out loud now and joins in pointing between belly laughs, hopping up and 
down. The adults and video cameras look where they point straight up but of course see nothing, 
as Geoff and his team slide along the forest canopy, already miles away, then continue in a 
straight line, ascending as the ground falls away beneath them 
following the slow curve of the Earth} 


The End 


With thanks to my readers for giving it a try, please comment on the website from 
which you downloaded it. The author offers it free to any school or theatre group 
so don't let anyone pay for it! | especially would like to hear from anyone who 
makes the audacious attempt to stage the play! For children of all ages (I hope). 
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